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Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10, 12-14 and 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
Gudmundsen (2,902,574). Gudmundsen discloses (see Figs. 1-8) a vaporizer in the 
form of a thermally conductive block that has elongated wells formed therein. Space is 
provided in the block for accumulation of vapor, both in the individual wells and in the 
passageways 34 and 36 (see also the accumulation space shown in Fig. 8). 
Gudmundsen teaches that the block is temperature controlled by, for example, resistive 
heating. A lid 32 is sealed to the conductive block by clamps 33. An outlet 34 is 
provided that is in communication with the accumulation space, and because the lid 
forms part of the accumulation space, the outlet is also in communication with the lid 
(see Figs. 4 and 8). Gudmundsen uses carbon for his block, which reads on the 
graphite recited in claim 28. Alternatively, the materials of construction recited in claim 
28 are prima facie obvious in view of Gudmundsen's teaching at col. 4, lines 25-33, 
regarding the choice of materials for his block. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gudmundsen (2,902,574) taken in view of Tanabe (2001/0008121), who teaches (see 
paragraph 52) that a thermocouple can be used to measure the temperature of a 
vaporizer for feedback control of the vaporizer temperature. It would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art to use a thermocouple in the temperature controller of 
Gudmundsen, in view of Tanabe's teaching that a vaporizer temperature can be 
successfully controlled using a thermocouple. 
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Claims 11 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gudmundsen in view of Holloway (3,647,197), who teaches (col. 4, lines 4-15) that 
it was known in the prior art to use aluminum as the material of construction for a 
thermally conductive vaporizer, and it would have been prima facie obvious to one 
skilled in the art to use this material for Gudmundsen's thermally conductive vaporizer, 
because Holloway teaches that aluminum can successfully be used to construct a 
vaporizer that requires thermal conductivity. 

Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Applicants' arguments have been considered but are not pertinent to the new 
grounds of rejection stated above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Bueker whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1431 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM - 5:30 PM, Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Mills can be reached on (571) 272-1439. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Richard Bueker 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1763 



